Children with Cancer UK Research Conference 2025
Dates: 24th – 25th  November 2025
Location: Edgbaston Park Hotel & Conference Centre - Birmingham
DAY 1: Bridging the Gap – Making Research Real
10:00 - 10:10 | Children with Cancer UK 
Speaker: Gavin Maggs (CEO, Children with Cancer UK)
Topic: Children with Cancer UK overall updates and achievements

10:10 - 10:20 | Welcome & Vision
Speaker: Professor Chris Halsey
Topic: Overview of the conference, goals for the event. Review of science and future directions for CwCUK.
10:20 - 11:00 SMPaeds Update
Speaker: Dr Sally George (ICR)
Topic: Updates on the latest developments in SMPaeds outputs.
11:00 -11:30 | Refreshment Break
11:30 – 12:30 | Popcorn Research: Lightning Talks
Topic: Short talks by early-career researchers
12:30 - 13:00 | Patient Impact Panel
Topic: Patients on/affected by CwCUK Research Projects

13:00 - 14:00 | Lunch
14:00 - 14:30 | Industry Spotlight: The Future of Childhood Cancer Research
Speaker: Frank Mussai
Industry Topic TBC

14:30 - 15:15 | Research Update
Speaker: Professor Chris Halsey
Topic: The unsolved challenge of CNS leukaemia

15:15 – 15:40 Refreshment break
15:40 - 16:00 | Research Nurse (topic tbc)
Speaker: Tracey Crowe
Topic tbc

16:00- 16:30 | Projects for All: Lay-Language Research Showcase
Speaker:  Tbc (Ask SAP Members)
Topic tbc

16:30 – 16:50 | SAP Update + Open Forum
Speaker: Scientific Advisory Panel
Topic: Audience Q&A and discussion on strategy and future research directions.
16:50  | Closing Remarks

--- Evening Activities ---
17:00 – 18:00 – Drinks Reception and Poster Exhibition
19:00 – Late – Evening Dinner, Awards and Entertainment

DAY 2: Collaboration, Connection, and Real-World Change
09:30 - 09:40 | Welcome Back
Speaker: Chris Halsey 
Topic: Introduction to the day

09:40 - 10:25 | INSTINCT Latest Update
Speaker: Professor Steven Clifford 
Topic: Updates on the latest developments in INSTINCT outputs.

10:25- 11:00 | Projects for All: Lay-Language Research Showcase
Speaker: Professor Zoë Walters, 
Topic: Project talk in layman's terms, followed by audience Q&A.

11:00 – 11:30 Refreshment break 
11:30 - 12:30 Behind Every Grant: Our Partners
Topic: Acknowledging supporters and collaborators.
Cancer Research UK
Tessa Jowell Brain Cancer Mission
TBC

12:30 - 13:00 | Projects for All: Lay-Language Research Showcase
Speaker: Professor Marc Mansour
Topic tbc

13:00 - 14:00 | Lunch & Posters
14:00 – 14:30 | CSF microRNAs for the diagnosis of CNS germ cell tumours
Speaker: Matthew Murray

14:30 – 15:15 | BENCHISTA Latest Update
Speaker: Emeritus Professor Kathy Pritchard-Jones
Topic: Updates on the latest developments in BENCHISTA outputs.

15:15 - 15:45 | Projects for All: Lay-Language Research Showcase
Speaker: Sarah Pirrie, PHITT Trial
Topic: Project talk in layman's terms, followed by audience Q&A.

15:45 - 16:00 | Closing Reflections 
Speaker: SAP Members
